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THE STEEPLE STORY 

by Reverend Andy Collette 

“Empowered by the Spirit” 

 

ay is the time of the year that we focus on the 

activities of Christ and the disciples in the 

early church; the time immediately following 

the Resurrection. Jesus rose from the dead!  He visited 

with the disciples for fifty days following that 

resurrection. During that time we learn of the doubt the 

disciple Thomas had and his need for proof of the 

Resurrection.  We get a strong account of the activities 

of the other disciples as well.  In short, they returned to 

their previous professions with a life as usual attitude.  

Jesus hadn’t been gone long before the disciples are out 

fishing and going on about their lives.  Then Jesus 

encounters them once more, right where they found 

themselves, back in the ordinary, everyday life they had 

before Jesus’ influence upon them. 

 

Our lives are similar, it seems.  We fade in and out of the 

faith.  We have highs and lows.  It is hard not to begin to 

compare the two.  We recall with great excitement the 

highpoints in our spirituality.  Those moments when 

Jesus is so real he is like a good friend visiting.  Those 

times can be fleeting.  Those times wane. It was no 

different for the disciples. Fishing boats became their 

parish to begin with; Kingdom work was not even on 

their minds.  They went away from the cause of Christ at 

his death.  They abandoned three years of intense 

Kingdom work.  The disciples experienced a low point, 

they lacked vision for the future; they were afraid.  

 

Jesus taught them he would return; he told them he 

would rise on the third day.  The tomb was empty. Jesus 

was gone from their physical presence.  They floundered 

awaiting his eventual return.  Thankfully, for them, it 

was very soon…within days.  Jesus came back as he 

promised he would and helped get the early church on its 

feet headed in the right direction.  The culminating event 

of this activity was the Pentecost. 

 

Pentecost celebrates the sending of the Holy Spirit from 

Jesus to humanity.  Christ with us in the here and now. 

For us Pentecost this year occurs on June fourth.  For the 

disciples it 

occurred in 

Acts 

chapter 

two, seven 

weeks after 

the first 

Easter 

Sunday 

exactly.   

Numbers 

always carry great significance in the scripture and 

teachings of God so it is no wonder that here seven 

weeks is chosen.  It is a perfect perfect.  The Holy Spirit 

is perfect. Seven groups of seven days.  On that precise 

day Acts records that something like flames fell on the 

disciples and others gathered so that everyone could 

understand one another in their own language--a miracle.  

More importantly the gift of the Holy Spirit, which had 

been reserved for Christ in the Gospels, was now 

imparted upon the believers.  They were now 

empowered with the same strength Christ used on earth, 

the Power of God in the form of the Holy Spirit.  That 

same spiritual power is available to all believers today. It 

is imparted upon Methodists during Baptism.  It is 

present in all true believers of Jesus.  It needs to be 

celebrated and utilized. 

The disciples were no different from us.  They had their 

shortfalls and their times of loneliness.  They felt far 

away and close to Jesus depending on the circumstances.  

They struggled with temptations and the need to balance 

family and work.  They struggled with the form of the 

church and the focus of their efforts.  In short they were 

normal people who were empowered by the Holy Spirit 

to do miraculous works.  So are we.  The church is given 

everything it needs to perform the work God has 

ordained.  That gift is expressed in the talents and 

M 

Volume 1    Issue 2 May 2017  A publication of Eastlawn United Methodist Church  www.eastlawnumc.org  



The Eastlawn Journey 
 

2 

 

spiritual giftedness of the body of believers; in us.  We 

need only seek the counsel of the Holy Spirit, find good 

Christian agreement within the body and then go 

forward with Christ as our mantle.  Unfortunately, we do 

not always fulfill the mission God has appointed.  We 

allow our fears, doubts or perceived inabilities to cause 

hesitation, and as a result, the plans of God are slowed.  

Like the disciples, we would rather go about the things 

we are most comfortable with never extending out past 

what we know.  We go fishing, figuratively, instead of 

working for the Kingdom of God.  Christ knows this 

about us, and he quickens us through the Holy Spirit in 

order to move us along the path towards his return.  The 

Holy Spirit serves as an encourager as well as a 

counselor and our empowerment; through his help we 

can complete what has been asked of us. 

Christ said he would return.  The disciples saw that 

return and then they watched Jesus leave again during 

the Ascension.  The difference at the Ascension was they 

were better prepared; they had the gift of the Holy Spirit.  

So do we.   

So what are we afraid of? What keeps us from 

experiencing all God has given us?  Why do we not 

conquer the world for Christ?  God has given us 

everything we need.  A mandate to go and make 

disciples, the quickening of heart to be about the Lord’s 

work and the power of the Holy Spirit by which we 

might complete that work.  The only missing piece is 

action.  We must go and do what Christ has ordained us 

to do.  It is May, the year is coming upon its halfway 

point; what needs to be done?  What obstacles are 

keeping us from doing it? How will we go about doing 

it, together?  Who from the ordained group called 

Eastlawn UMC are missing from the work? 

I say we grab hold of the visions Christ is giving us.  We 

should sit down together and discern the best way 

forward.  We should pray.  Then we should go forward 

with the empowerment of the Holy Spirit in order that 

God’s Kingdom might advance through his faithful 

servants at Eastlawn UMC.  We have all we need.  We 

need only act on what we have.  Together as one body of 

believers with many parts we each have a role.  Are we 

living out that role, or  like the disciples, have we gone 

off fishing, afraid?  With God’s empowering Holy Spirit, 

we can accomplish all God has ordained, more than we 

could ever imagine.  So let’s do it! God bless each of 

you and our church! 

 

Brother Andy Collette 

 

 

Preaching Series  

April 23, 2017 through July 09, 2017 

“Fruitful Expressions: Spirit Filled Christians Are …” 

 

ords are everywhere.  They are seen daily in 

the media, on signs, in books even written on 

people.  It is easy for people to say whatever 

they want about anything, in fact, it is encouraged.  It is 

harder to know for sure the true nature of a thing.  In 

order to truly know about something we need to study its 

fruit.  In other words the consistent characteristics 

displayed by it over time.  Words are simply that 

consistent characteristics, shown over time, reveal the 

true nature.   

The Holy Spirit is one of the most fascinating studies in 

the scripture.  The problem is He cannot be seen or 

touched physically.  People are dependent then on the 

truth revealed through the Holy Spirit's fruit, in order to 

understand this awesome gift, this awesome power, of 

God.   

In chapter seven of Acts, we are introduced to a 

character named Saul (later Paul).  The man is standing 

by while the first Martyr of the faith is killed.  In Acts 

chapter nine this same man is transformed in his heart by 

Christ Jesus.  Paul was a man of words, a Jew's Jew as 

he was once described.  He knew the word of the Jewish 

faith.  He taught it, he enforced it, even to the death of 

non-believers and as his life progressed he believed its 

prophetic message of a coming Messiah.  He became a 

missionary and formed many Christian churches.   His 

goal was to preach the Gospel to all the world.  In the 

latter years of his life he wrote letters to the many 

churches he had helped form, in order to encourage them 

to continue the faith even in his absence.  One of those 

letters was to the church in Galatia.  Paul's life was much 

more in-depth than this short summary and is worth 

volumes and a lifetime of study. This summary is meant 

as simple background to this complex individual and his 

teaching on the 'Fruit of the Spirit'. 

 

W 
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May 4 Mike & Sandy Overby 

May 18 Bootsie & Lesa Larsen 

May 20 Bobby & Carla Neely, Jr. 

May 21 David & Susan McCormick 

In Galatians 5:22-23, Paul summarizes the outward 

expression of the Spirit filled life of a believer:   

"22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 

peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control. 

Against such things there is no law. 24 

Those who belong to Christ Jesus have 

crucified the sinful nature with its passions 

and desires. 25 Since we live by the Spirit, 

let us keep in step with the Spirit. 26 Let us 

not become conceited, provoking and 

envying each other." (NIV)   

Paul knew what we all know--in order to understand 

something we need to study its characteristics and learn 

to recognize it by the fruit that it produces.  If we are to 

copy that lifestyle we must do likewise in our own lives. 

Therefore, over the course of the next several months, 

we will engage on a series of sermons centered on the 

Fruit of the Spirit from Galatians 5:22-23.  The 

following schedule will outline what fruit we are 

speaking on each week and present a scripture to 

associate with that sermon.  My hope is that each of us 

will walk away from this series with a better 

understanding of the Holy Spirit and how to discern His 

fruit in ourselves and others. 

 

April 30 

Scripture:  John 14:6-7 & 19-24 

Message: "Spirit Filled Christians Are Loving" 

May 07 

Scripture: Romans 8:1-17 

Message: "Spirit Filled Christians Are Joyful" 

May 14 (Mother's Day) 

Scripture: Genesis 40:1-8 

Message: "Spirit Filled Christians Are Kind" 

May 21 

Scripture: Revelation 2:8-10 

Message: "Spirit Filled Christians Are Patient"  

May 28 

Scripture: Psalm 23 

Message: "Spirit Filled Christians Are Good"  

 

June 04 

Robert Weathersby Preaching 

 

 

 

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP 

9:45 a.m. Sunday School 

11:00 a.m. Morning Worship 
 

ALTERNATE WORSHIP SERVICES 

Our newly added worship services at Eastlawn UMC are 

providing exciting options in style and "flavor" of 

worship, as well as, choices when it comes to time of 

day to attend. Our night services which are held in the 

"upper room" in the ministry center at 6:00PM. Night 

services are led by the Eastlawn praise band and singers 

with a mixture of traditional and contemporary music 

blended in a informal setting. Coffee, cold drinks and 

snacks are available during this relaxed time of worship. 

Our new morning worship service begins at 8:30 am in 

the Sanctuary and  is a special time of singing and 

spiritual reflection. Brother Andy shares a sermon and 

offers Holy Communion at both morning and night 

services. 

 

Attendance at our night services has ranged from 33 to 

40 while our morning service has ranged from 30 to 50. 

We hope that we can continue to grow both services and 

encourage all to share these new worship opportunities 

with others. 
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May 2 7:30a Men’s Bible Study at Sara Sue’s 

 9:00a Hilltoppers Coffee/Fellowship 

May 3 5:00p Dinner 

 6:00p Youth & Children’s Activities 

 6:00p Bible Study 

May 7 9:45a Sunday School 

 11:00a Morning Worship 

 2:00p Wedding Shower for Courtney Riley  

            Culpepper 

 6:00p Eastlawn Idol 

May 8 6:00p NOW Meeting 

 7:00p Administrative Council Mtg. 

May 9 7:30a Men’s Bible Study at Sara Sue’s 

 9:00a Hilltoppers Coffee/Fellowship 

May 10 5:00p Dinner 

 6:00p Youth & Children’s Activities 

 6:00p Bible Study 

May 11 11:15a Hilltoppers to Museum and Lunch 

May 13  4:00 p Brittnay Ellis/Nathan Chausse   

     Wedding  

May 14 Mothers’ Day 

 8:30a Early Worship 

 9:45a Sunday School 

 11:00a Morning Worship 

 NO Youth Activities or Bible Study 

Apri 16 7:30a Men’s Bible Study at Sara Sue’s 

 9:00a Hilltoppers Coffee/Fellowship 

May 17 5:00p Dinner 

 6:00p Youth & Children’s Activities 

 6:00p Bible Study 

May 18 5:30p UMM to County-Wide at Dantzler 

 UMC 

May 21 9:45a Sunday School 

 11:00a Morning Worship 

 6:00p Blue Jean Worship Service 

May 22 6:00p Dolores Engel Circle Meeting in Parlor 

May 23 7:30a Men’s Bible Study at Sara Sue’s 

 9:00a Hilltoppers Coffee/Fellowship 

May 24 5:00p Dinner 

 6:00p Youth & Children’s Activities 

 6:00p Bible Study 

May 28 8:30a Early Worship Service 

 9:45a Sunday School 

 11:00a Morning Worship 

 6:00p Youth Activities 

May 29 Memorial Day-Church office closed 

May 30 7:30a Men’s Bible Study at Sara Sue’s 

 9:00a Hilltoppers Coffee/Fellowship 

May 31 NO DINNER OR ACTIVITIES 

 

 

May 3 .............Reta Hysell 

May 6 .............Harvey Felts 

Zach Hardy 

May 7 .............Jason Epps 

May 8 .............Rachel Lightsey 

May 9 .............Carl Hilliard. 

May 11 ...........Rissa Killen. 

Darlyne Scarborough 

May 12 ...........Diane Hilsabeck 

May 13 ...........Tori Daniels 

Norma Thornton 

May 15 ...........Earl Divine 

May 18 ...........Alannah Collette 

May 19 ...........Charlotte Clement 

May 22 ...........Lori Long 

May 24 ...........Cindy Haygood 

May 26 ...........Susan McCormick 

May 28 ...........Suzanne Gill 

May 30 ...........Frances Grimes 

May 31 ...........Barbara Moss 

 

 

 

CALENDAR OF 

EVENTS 
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COME JOIN US! 

We hope that if you're in an approximate age range 
in the 30's to somewhere in the 50's, you will feel 
welcome to join the Sunday School Class formerly 
known as "The Young Adult Class."  Our new name 
is the G.I.F.T.E.D. (or "Growing In Faith Together 
Every Day") Class! At the present we are doing an 
Adam Hamilton study called "Creed. We meet 
from 9:45 till about 10:35 each Sunday morning. 
So, please, feel welcome to come join us.  Robin 

and Carl Weihing 
 

FRIENDSHIP SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS 

The Friendship Sunday School Class is currently 
using The Story for their lessons through the Bible. 
Each week the class is discussing the next story 
following the Bible timeline.  New members, old 
members and visitors are welcomed each Sunday. 
Please join us in the conference room by 9:45 a.m.  

 

JOYCE HAMILTON SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS 

The Joyce Hamilton Class meets at 9:45 a.m.  We 
are currently studying Sandra Richter’s “The Epic of 
Eden”. Visitors are encouraged to attend.  Please 
join us in Room 201. 

 

SUNDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY 

5-6 P.M. IN CONFERENCE ROOM 
“Genesis to Revelations—The Book of John” 

This thirteen week study is led by Brother Andy. 
Everyone is welcomed to be part of this study. 

 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

Tuesday Mornings 7:30 - 8:30 am at Sara Sue's  

3019 Magnolia Street 
 

ADULT BIBLE STUDY:   

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS  

MAY AND JUNE 2017 

YOU’LL GET THROUGH THIS:  

HOPE AND HELP FOR TURBULENT TIMES 

You’ll get through this. 

It won’t be painless. 

It won’t be quick. 

But God will use this mess for 

good. 

Don’t be foolish or naïve. 

But don’t despair either. 

With God’s help, you’ll get 

through this. 

You fear you won’t make it 

through. We all do. We fear that the depression will 

never lift, the yelling will never stop, the pain will never 

leave. In the pits, surrounded by steep walls and aching 

reminders, we wonder: Will this gray sky ever brighten? 

This load ever lighten? 

In You’ll Get Through This, pastor and New York 

Times best-selling author, Max Lucado offers sweet 

assurance. “Deliverance is to the Bible what jazz music 

is to Mardi Gras: bold, brassy, and everywhere.” Max 

reminds readers God doesn’t promise that getting 

through trials will be quick or painless. It wasn’t for 

Joseph–tossed in a pit by his brothers, sold into slavery, 

wrongfully imprisoned, forgotten and dismissed–but his 

Old Testament story is in the Bible for this reason: to 

teach us to trust God to trump evil. 

 

With the compassion of a pastor, the heart of a 

storyteller, and the joy of one who has seen what God 

can do, Max explores the story of Joseph and the truth of 

Genesis 50:20. What Satan intends for evil, God 

redeems for good. 

 

Thursday Morning Bible Study 

We have stopped for the summer.  We will start 

back August 31 studying Sandra L. Richter's The Epic 

of Eden. For more info: Contact Opal Currie. 

https://www.google.com/search?client=mobilesearchapp&rlz=1MDAPLA_en-USUS458US485&source=mobilesearchapp&hl=en&channel=iss&v=24.1.151204851&noj=1&q=Sandra+L.+Richter&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LRT9c3NEoqMKjKqKhQAvMMjYsrsw3z0rRkspOt9JPy87P1y4syS0pS8-LL84uyrRJLSzLyiwAHVqTuPAAAAA&sa=X&sqi=2&ved=0ahUKEwieleX28LPTAhWr4IMKHc-4DnQQmxMILCgAMAc&biw=375&bih=536
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Confirmation Class of 2017, 

The Conclusion: 

by Brother Andy Collette 

We enrolled nine new members into the church on 

Easter Sunday--two adults and seven children.  The 

children were the Confirmation graduating class of 2017.  

Confirmation is designed to confirm the presence of God 

in the lives of young people who have been baptized 

before they could answer for themselves or who have 

been participating in programs of the church since they 

were younger.  It is their public profession of faith.   

This year was spectacular.  After twelve weeks of 

concentrated study on topics such as church history, 

theology, United Methodist Policy and teamwork, our 

confirmands graduated in full. The classes were well 

attended, enthusiastically participated in and fun. The 

confirmands enjoyed themselves immensely some even 

asked if they could remain in the class for more time. 

That is how it should be, always, a lesson for all of us. 

Jesus said in Matthew 18:1-5 (NRSV)
 

At that time the disciples came to Jesus and 

asked, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of 

heaven?” 
2 
He called a child, whom he put 

among them, 
3 
and said, “Truly I tell you, 

unless you change and become like children, 

you will never enter the kingdom of 

heaven. 
4 
Whoever becomes humble like this 

child is the greatest in the kingdom of 

heaven. 
5 
Whoever welcomes one such child 

in my name welcomes me.  

If our newest seven young people, and for that matter, 

Doug and 

Amanda 

Merrill, our 

two newest 

adult 

members, 

can come to 

the faith in a 

humble, 

expectant 

and 

enthusiastic 

manner then we all can. Confirmation graduation called 

us to reconsider our own baptisms, our own commitment 

to Christ and the church.  Have we done that? I know 

that the adults who attended Confirmation classes each 

week went away better prepared to face the trials of life; 

they were more committed to Christ and the church, and 

they were enthusiastic again for Jesus’ teachings.  We 

should all be like that. Church is not a chore; it is an 

opportunity to draw nearer to God who loves us more 

than we can possibly imagine. Church is family.  Church 

is hope and joy.  Church is restorative.  Confirmation 

class was all of this for all of us who attended. 

For twelve weeks, I was allowed the privilege to 

commune with 

fourteen to seventeen 

people of our church, 

one to one more or 

less.  It was glorious.  I 

learned who they were, 

I came to know them 

better, but most 

importantly I was able 

to see the good work of 

Christ in them all and 

was honored to stand 

with them Easter 

Sunday and welcome 

the confirmands into 

the congregation.   

This was my first confirmation class ever. I cannot wait 

until the next one.  For now I will say, Confirmation 

2017 was the best one ever. I did not do this alone; 

however, I was one spoke in the wheel of the 

confirmation process. All of the following people in a 

demonstrative way helped make this a success so I say 

thank you from the deepest places in my heart and soul 

for the blessing each of them were for me and all the 

confirmands.   

Thank you: Theresa Gill, Winfred and Mickey Morie, 

Robert and Carolyn Weathersby, Susie Riley, David and 

Susan McCormick, Linda Wiggins, Opal Currie, Robin 

Weihing, Barbara Moss, Pam Halbrook, Jeanenne 

Crocker, Michelle Collette, Forrest Hardy, Linda Cole, 

The entirety of Opal Currie’s 

Sunday School Class, 

Suzanne Ros, Marie 

Singleton, Charlotte Clement, 

Eugenia Lewis and An 

Honorarium given in the 

name of Mrs. Jane Flanagan 

by her family.  Because of 

these dedicated individuals 

and families, everything we 

needed for confirmation was 

on time, well prepared and 

dedicated to the glory of God. 
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EASTLAWN CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER 
by Carl Weihing 

Our Eastlawn Child Development Center is going 

strong.  Enrollment has reached the maximum of 65 and 

we have a waiting list for families who desire to place 

their child here.  This is a testament to our Director, 

Brenda McCormick and her staff.   

I want to share some of the 

improvements that have 

been made by the Day Care 

Board.  Last year, we 

purchased software and 

computer mice for the 

computers that had been 

donated so that we had a computer lab.  These 

computers are now in three rooms for use by the three 

and four year olds so that they have exposure to 

computers by the time they 

enter kindergarten.  We also 

purchased a 4ft x 6ft Smart 

Board that has been installed 

in the hall/gathering area.  

The Smart Board is operated 

by a laptop and becomes a 

touch screen for the laptop.  

Our staff uses it to show various children’s programs 

and music.  Here is a picture of the Smart Board. 

Since Christmas a new 

counter has been installed in 

the entry area of the day 

care.  This counter has been 

well received by parents and 

staff based on the numerous 

compliments we’ve 

received.  Here is a picture 

of the counter looking towards glass entry doors.   

The last technology implemented by ECDC is a 

computer operator system for parents and guardians 

signing children in and out and well as the staff’s signing 

in and out.  The stand shown in the attached photo holds 

an ipad that is tied to the 

computer on the counter.  

Entries are made by the 

parent and staff on the ipad 

after entering a private 

password.  This electronic 

system eliminates the manual 

paper signing in and out process and manual timesheets 

previously used.  Again, this system has been well 

received. 

If you or someone you know is looking for a day care for 

their child and can wait for an opening, I recommend 

calling today to get on the waiting list.  The telephone 

for the ECDC is 228-769-0454. 

GRASS CUTTERS 
I have a request for more volunteers to be on a grass 

cutter team for cutting and trimming the lawn at 

Eastlawn.  I have three, 3-man teams but we really need 

a fourth team.  If you can be a grass cutter, please let me 

know Contact Carl at 228-623-1377.  

 

May 1 – Team 3 May 22 – Team 3 

May 8 – Team 1 May 29--Team 1 

May 15 – Team 2 June 5 – Team 2 

 

Team 1 – Doug Ros, Jerry Clement, Bootsie Larsen 

Team 2-Harvey Felts, Greg Hust, Forrest Hardy 

Team 3-Ike Burks, Carl Weihing, Doug Merrill 

 

USHERS 
The Ushers for May are: Brice Wiggins, Larry King, 

Ronnie Crocker, Jim McKeel. If you are not listed and 

are willing to be an Usher, please let me know.  

(Carl Weihing) 

 

COUNTERS FOR MAY—Forrest Hardy & Doug Ros 

 

There are still dates available in May to sign up for altar 

flowers. You can sign up at church or contact Jeannie 

Faucett this month at 228-324-4306. 

 

Also, coming up in May, it will be time to order roses to 

honor mothers on Mother’s Day, so be watching for 

order forms in the Sunday morning bulletin!! 
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MAMIE KIMBROUGH CIRCLE 
 

The Mamie Kimbrough Circle met on April 13
th
 with 

nine members and three visitors present. After enjoying 

a potluck lunch, those in attendance were inspired by a 

program given by Ms. Joy Ezell. After reading the 

children's book The Runaway Bunny by Margaret Wise 

Brown, Ms. Ezell  related various parts of the story to 

events recorded in the Bible and to present-day 

situations.  Members discussed plans for our May 

meeting at the Biloxi Maritime Museum, followed by 

lunch at the Reef, located on Biloxi Beach. Also, final 

preparations were made for the bridal shower to be given 

for Brittany Ellis on Sunday, April 30th, at 2:00 p.m. in 

the church parlor.   

 

DELORES ENGEL CIRCLE 

The Delores Engel UMW Circle has been active at 

Eastlawn for over forty-five years.  We meet the fourth 

Monday night each month except June and July in the 

Church Parlor at 6 PM.   This month we will meet on 

May 22. 

The Delores Engel Circle is hosting a Bridal Shower for 

Courtney Riley Culpepper, Sunday, May 7, at 2 PM in 

the Church Parlor. 
 

MAMIE KIMBROUGH/ HILLTOPPERS ROAD TRIP 
The Hilltoppers(senior adults) and MKCircle will go to 

The Biloxi Maritime and Seafood Industry Museum 

on Thursday, May 11. We will leave the church 

at 11:15am for our scheduled visit to the museum. Cost 

per person is $9.00. Our museum visit will be 

from 12:00 til 1:30. We will then have lunch together at 

The Reef in Biloxi – dutch treat. Firm reservations for 

the trip must be made by Wednesday, May 3. Please call 

Robert if you plan to attend at 990-0730. 

 

SILVER SNEAKERS 
Silver Sneakers is an overall wellness program that helps 

you improve your health.  The classes are free!  If 

exercising sounds too challenging, you have the option 

of doing the exercises seated.  Enrollment is required. 

All adults are welcomed to join.    

Theresa Gill (228-209-7639) and Opal Currie(228-

623-1666) will be accepting enrollment information 

through Tuesday, May 2.  The information  required is 

your name, birthday, phone number and email address.  

The first class will be 11 a.m. on Tuesday, May 9, in the 

ministry center 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT MEALS  

May 3 

Spaghetti w/MeatSauce, Salad, Rolls, Tea & 

Dessert 

May 10 

Baked Potatoes, Salad, Rolls, Tea & Dessert 

May 17 

Hamburgers, Tater Tots, Tea & Dessert 

May 24 

Chicken Spaghetti, Green Peas, Salad, Rolls, Tea & 

Dessert 

The 24
th

 is the last Dinner for summer break. We 

resume in August.  Thank you Ms. Jessie, Mickey 

Morie and all who have helped to make our 

Wednesday night meals a wonderful time for food 

and fellowship! Enjoy Your Summer!! 

FAMILY FRIENDLY 

VOLLEYBALL 
Thursday, 6:00 pm. Nursery provided. 

You can contact Forrest Hardy for 

more information, 228 -249- 9350 

tel:(228)%20249-9350
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EASTLAWN IDOL 

 

ur Eastlawn UMC Youth are sponsoring our 

10th annual talent review, "Eastlawn Idol”, 

on Sunday, May 7 at 6:00 pm in our ministry 

center. We are looking for family-friendly acts of all 

kinds to be a part of the big show. Whether you juggle, 

read poetry, sing, dance, play a musical instrument, or 

tell jokes, WE NEED YOU to fill the bill! 

 

Our judges, directly from American Idol, will include 

Keith "Turbin", 

"Hairy Phonic" Jr., 

and the fabulous "C-

Low". Our guest 

celebrity performer 

for the night will be 

Elvis Presley. Snacks 

and refreshments will 

be served. Please plan 

to be a part of the 

show and/or come, 

enjoy, and donate 

generously. All 

donations will help 

get our youth back 

home from their 

summer trip to Lake 

Junaluska. For all who would like to be in the show call 

Robert @ 990-0737. 

 

 

 

 

 

Youth 

Serving 

at Our 

Daily 

Bread

 

 

 

 

VBS this year is Hero Central. It will be 

June 26th-30th. Time will be 5:30-8:00 

PM. If anyone is interested in helping, 

please let me know.  

Susie Riley(228-623-3036) or 

susieriley1225@hotmail.com 
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Palmer Creek Retreat 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

IS COMING!! 
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Epworth Choir 

Serving Epworth 

Choir 

Serving Others 
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EASTLAWN UMC STAFF 

2502 Ingalls Ave. Pascagoula, MS 

228-762-2364 

Rev. Andy Collette Pastor 

Robert Weathersby Lay Pastor 

David Westfaul  Organist 

Doug Wall  Choir/Handbell Director 

Susie Riley  Children’s/Family Minister 

Rachel Goff  Children’s Music Director 

Lashunda Taulbee Administrative Assistant 

Charlene Gibson  Nursery 

Amy Davis  Nursery 

Brenda McCormick Day Care Director 

CONFIRMATION THOUGHTS 

FROM WINFRED MORIE 

 

astlawn United 

Methodist Church 

celebrated an amazing 

Confirmation service on Easter 

Sunday, April 16
th
.  This year’s 

confirmands were supported by 

a dedicated mentor and an 

unbelievable instructor, Brother 

Andy Collette.  Also, each class 

began with a gourmet breakfast 

that was prepared by one or more 

of the many volunteers who supported this program. 

It all began with Brother Andy forming an 

advisory committee whose input helped him develop the 

curriculum for the ten weeks’ study.  Each lesson 

consisted of a power pack presentation by Brother Andy 

and creating amazing interaction with all of the 

confirmands and him.  The material included the 

Methodist heritage and beliefs of the Methodist Church 

which was presented in a way that all the confirmands 

was able to comprehend and obtain a great 

understanding of God, the Bible, religion, and 

Methodism. 

On a personal note, I must say of all the 

confirmation classes that I have been a part of, this one 

was the best ever.  The material was presented in a 

matter that was easily understood and it was evident by 

the confirmands’ interaction that they were also enjoying 

the class. We all know that Confirmation classes are 

supposed to be dull and the material presented is to be 

very difficult for the confirmands to understand; not this 

class-it was just the opposite.   I cannot express in words 

how the parents, mentors, and confirmands appreciated 

the time, work, and dedication that Brother Andy gave to 

this class. 

All of the hard work of the confirmands, Brother Andy 

and many volunteers were celebrated on Easter Sunday 

for the class of 2017.  The vows given by the 

confirmands, mentors, and the congregation in this 

service were so meaningful.  Because of the fantastic 

twelve weeks of study and preparation we all knew that 

each of the confirmands understood what they were 

promising to God and to the Church.    

It wasn’t just all hard work. On Good Friday, the 

confirmands and some of their parents and mentors spent 

the day in Biloxi eating lunch, playing games at the 

arcade, bowling, playing putt-putt golf and riding go 

carts.  Also, at the Confirmation Service, each of the 

confirmands and mentors were presented with a gift 

from the Church. 
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If you are interested in joining the Eastlawn 

Family or just have questions about the 

church, please talk with Brother Andy. Call 

him at 228-219-3898. His email is 

pastorandyumc@gmail.com. 
 

The Eastlawn Journey is a monthly publication 

of Eastlawn United Methodist Church.  Send  

inquiries and info to 

Eastlawnjourney@gmail.com. 

“Therefore welcome one 
another as Christ has 

welcomed you, for the glory of 
God.” Romans 15:7 
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